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Despite this abundance, and despite its diversity, the theme of food in Japanese literature has
been neglected for decades, primarily because food and eating have only recently begun to attract
serious academic attention... This historical neglect is based on disgust, on a fear of food and
eating, on a view that they are banal, feminine, embodied, impure, unclean, and uncivilized. The
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e
“It's you,” he said./ “It's me,” she said. “Scotty's mother. This is Scotty's father. We'd like to
come in.”/ The baker said, “I'm busy now. I have work to do.”/ She had stepped inside the
doorway anyway. Howard came in behind her. The baker moved back. “It smells like a bakery

in here. Doesn't it smell like a bakery in here, Howard?”
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“I know bakers work at night,” Ann said. “They make phone calls at night, too. You bastard,”
she said./ The baker continued to tap the rolling pin against his hand. He glanced at Howard.

“Careful, careful,” he said to Howard.
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